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              Society for Health Administration Programs in Education
Report

From
 The National President of SHAPE, 2005 - 2006.

It gives me great pleasure to present to you my report. It has been both an honour and a rewarding experience to work with an energetic and experienced Executive team. Over the past 12 months the team has been active in advancing the mission and vision of SHAPE in health services management education and research. In particular, I would like to thank Gary Day as National Secretary for his engagement across many fronts and in particular the student network and involvement in key discussions with our ACHSE colleagues. A big thank you to Kevin Forde for his great work as Treasurer, and to Mary, Rod, Jan, Janny, Chris, Anne and Lyn for their contributions to the team effort. A final thanks to Liselle Heap, my executive assistant. As we all know Liselle keeps us organised, informed and moving forward. Liselle has been a critical component of our team efforts.

There are several highlights that I would like to reflect on.

The 2006 Symposium. An excellent program from our hosts Jan Lewis and Chris Skinner. The conference addresses the critical issue of academic viability that results from many issues such as declining resources in the tertiary sector, reduce student demand for some postgraduate courses and the uncertain future of research. Jan and Chris have secured some leading speakers and provided good opportunities for networking and collaboration.

Our partnership with the ACHSE continues to remain strong and mutually beneficial. Our close working relationship is highly valued by the SHAPE membership. Over the past 12 months I particularly acknowledge the contribution of Trevor Canning, Bill Lawrence, Mavis Smith, Carolyn Marsh, and all Federal and State Branch councillors and State Directors. 

A major highlight has been the publication of the second edition of the SHAPE/ACHSE text 'Managing Health Services: Concepts and Practice. Under the distinguished leadership of Mary Harris and her editorial advisory board, a great collaborative effort was produced across the membership of these two professional groups. Other publications are also being looked at. In addition, we were recently advised by the publishers that the Chinese translation version of the test was nearing completion.

SHAPE has worked in very close collaboration with the ACHSE in the current review of the ACHSE guidelines for the accreditation of academic courses in health services and aged care management. The current draft document will be further progressed at the Symposium.

Another significant achievement has been the further advancement of the SHAPE Student Network through the leadership of Gary Day and the Executive team. A flyer and web based information was developed earlier this year and all SHAPE member programs notified. The SHAPE Student Prize is now an award considered annually.

The SHAPE web home page is now used and referred to more widely in correspondence to the members and the wider community. Many thanks to Liselle for keeping it continuously updated. In addition we have included on the home page a record of the history of SHAPE and will regularly update member program status.

As in previous years, we will be documenting all important discussions and issues from the Symposium and following these through the Executive over the coming 12 months. 
A personal challenge for me is to engage a larger proportion of the membership in our activities. 

Godfrey Isouard

