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SHAPE Secretary’s Report 2008-2009

     SHAPE AGM, Wednesday 8th July 2009 Adelaide

In preparing this report, I look back at the end of my second and last term as National Secretary. I have seen SHAPE move from an annual collection of academics meeting around common themes, to a dynamic and growing collective. Over the four years we have seen increasing numbers of abstracts, closer association with the ACHSE and the launch of the 2nd edition of “Managing Health Services”. SHAPE’s evolution is particularly evident this year. The very fact that SHAPE has now moved to a three day event, rather than two is testament to the importance of the annual Symposium. Additionally, we have had the largest number of abstracts for the Dr Mary Harris SHAPE Student Bursary is further evidence of SHAPE’s growing importance. This year also sees Chinese delegates registering for the Symposium for the first time. Finally, the commencement of two core SHAPE initiatives provides evidence that SHAPE is both relevant and has a healthy future.

Since the last AGM, the Executive has met on a regular basis by teleconference and focused on quite a number of areas including, planning for the annual Symposium, research projects and learning sets. During 2008/09, SHAPE sees the introduction of the Learning Sets and the commencement of the HMRA. These two activities go to the heart of teaching, academic support and research. 

I would like to thank all of the members who played a role in making SHAPE a meaningful and useful group on the Australian and New Zealand academic landscape. Additionally I would like to thank my fellow Executives, Godfrey Isouard and Kevin Forde for their support and assistance throughout the year. I would also like to extend a special note of gratitude to Liselle Heap who has assisted me greatly in my role. This has been difficult at times due to distance, time differences and work pressures but the help has not gone unnoticed or unappreciated.

The 2009 “Dr Mary Harris” SHAPE Student Bursary saw the most number of entries since the Bursary’s inception.  As in previous years, there were a number of worthy contenders, with the award going to Mr David Periera. Congratulations David and good luck with your PhD studies.

In closing, I would also like to thank the membership of SHAPE in allowing me to serve as Secretary for the last four years. I am very grateful for the experience and being party to an amazing growth period for the Society.

Gary E Day, Honorary Secretary, SHAPE

1st  July 2009

