Short biography for Dr Mary Harris

Dr Harris holds a Graduate Diploma of Health Administration, and the Degrees of Master of Public Health and Doctor of Philosophy. She is a Fellow of the Australian College of Health Services Executives, Academic Adviser to Federal Council, and a recent recipient of the College’s Gold Medal Award for contribution to the profession. She is also a member of the Board of Directors of Southern Cross Care, South Australia and Chairman of their Human Resource Management Sub-Committee. For most of her professional life she has worked as an academic, teaching and researching health policy and management in South Australia (University of South Australia), California (University of California, Berkeley), and New South Wales (University of Wollongong, University Of Sydney). Since joining the National Health Workforce in 1997 she has project-managed a number of their workforce reviews and written many reports for health ministers and their advisers. Recent reports include ‘Career Decision Making by Doctors in Vocational Training’ and ‘A Models of Care Approach to Workforce Planning’. Her recent publications include chief editor and contributing author to the SHAPE/ACHSE book titled ‘Managing Health Services: Concepts and Practice’, and journal articles titled ‘Planning Australia’s hospital workforce’, ‘Health industry losing its attractiveness as favoured employer’, ‘Innovations in medical education to meet workforce challenges’, ‘Doctor in vocational training: rural background and rural practice intentions’, and ‘Factors influencing decisions about the state in which doctors plan to practice: additional results from the 2002 Australian Medical Workforce Advisory Committee national survey’. Mary lives at Hahndorf with her husband Ross, whom she helps to run their small farm. She enjoys playing tennis, gardening, hiking, entertaining friends and spending time with her grandchildren.
